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    ichard Naylor, who bought Hurlingham House   
  and its estate in 1860, was both wealthy and a keen 
sportsman, winning the Derby in 1863 with his horse 
Macaroni. Pigeon shooting was then a popular pastime 
for gentlemen. In 1868 Naylor leased a part of the estate 
to sporting entrepreneur Frank Heathcote to stage 
shooting matches. Naylor’s lease named Heathcote, 
Viscount Holmesdale and Sir Charles Mordaunt as 
Trustees. A pigeon-shooting club was formed the same 
year at ‘the New Red House’, Fulham (the name of a 
previous shooting ground in Battersea).

The first recorded Committee meeting of the new 
club was held at Grants the gunmakers in St. James 
Street on 23 February 1869, chaired by Heathcote who 
became the Manager and Chairman. The aristocratic 
connections of the Club are clear from the start, with 
the Prince of Wales as an Honorary Member ‘who took 
a great interest’ in the sport.

The first matches were held in early summer 1868, on 
three acres of land now covered by the grass tennis 
courts and tennis pavilion. The price of the birds varied 
from 20s to 24s per dozen, the best Blue Rocks obtained 
from Scotland. In order to ensure fair play, the guns 
were obliged to use shot supplied by the Club and load 
their guns within sight of a Club official. 

The Times carried a report of a ‘Grand Pigeon Shooting 
Match’ at Hurlingham on 2 June 1868, in which the 
Prince of Wales took part. ‘A vast number of ladies were 
also in the grounds’, including the Princess of Wales, 
as from the beginning women were welcomed as guests. 
Betting on the matches, often of large sums of money, 
was a feature of the sport from its earliest days. Pigeon 
shooting at Hurlingham became established as part of 
the London Season. 
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